
OHIO GIVES
How Ohio funders gave in 2018 

Total 
Foundation 

Giving 
$1.9
 billion 

Increase in Total 
Foundation Giving 

in 2018

 
3,256

Community  
foundations gave:

 
$535

million

Corporate  
foundations gave:

 
$229

million

 
63

 
125

 
$1.13

billion

Private foundations 
gave more than  

half of all dollars  
contributed in 2018:

Total Foundation Assets $26.5
 billion 

 
96%

Have assets between 
$50 – $250 million

Have assets over 
$250 million

 
2%

 
1%

Have assets between 
$1 – $50 million

 
0.3%

Most foundations are 
small, with assets of 

$1 million or less

Cuyahoga County 
Funders: 885 

Assets: $10.6 billion 
Giving: $663 million

Franklin County 
Funders: 353  

Assets: $4.1 billion 
Giving: $507 million

Hamilton County 
Funders: 457  

Assets: $5.5 billion 
Giving: $404 million

While foundations are 
scattered across the state, 
they are most numerous in 
Cleveland, Columbus and 
Cincinnati. 

Individual Giving
After the 2017 federal tax law changes, tracking the level of individual giving in Ohio 
is more difficult because, as anticipated, many fewer Ohioans itemized deductions 
in their federal tax returns, from which we gather info on individual giving. About 
310,000 Ohioans (5.5% of returns filed) reported charitable contributions in 2018 
compared to the 1,145,950 (24%) reporting the same in 2017. These returns reported 
about $4 billion in donations compared to $6.4 billion in 2017. 
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Philanthropy Ohio 

The number of 
foundations 

in Ohio, up slightly 
and reversing the 

loss in 2017

3,552

Foundation Gifts Received$1.8 
billion 

 
27%

Gifts community 
foundations received

Gifts corporate  
foundations received 

$631M $211M

Gifts private  
foundations received 

 
$1B+

The percent increase 
of gifts received by 

foundations 

 
7%

Other Funder Total Giving$378M

 Ohio United Ways 
gave $1M – $10M 

Ohio United Ways 
gave less than $1M

 
14

 
49

Ohio United Ways 
gave over $10M  

 
3

Other funders’ giving, 
like United Ways & 

public charity  
grantmakers, was 

down more than 7%

 
-7.8%
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$34M

 
$16M

 
$86M

59% 
Private 

Foundations 

28% 
Community 
Foundations  

12% Corporate 
Foundations  

1% Other 
Foundations  

92% 
Private 
Foundations 

2% 
Community 
Foundations  

3% Corporate 
Foundations  

3% Other 
Foundations  


